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manently  for the  whole year,  in  place  of  temporarily for the season, was to be gradually introduced.
In an important Minute on the Revenue Systems of Gujarat, recorded this year by Sir John Malcolm, the G-overrior, after describing the state of affairs in the first years of British rule, said that within the last ten years considerable improvement h.a,d taken place. The revenue settlements had been made with mode-ration, and the country, freed from the exactions and violence of the Grassias, was becoming tranquil. Waste land was being brought into cultivation, and a regular system of accounts introduced by the village accountants brought down from the northern part of the Province. He approved of the Widgddri tenure in Bharuch, if the rent were moderately fixed: the gradual subdivision of the shares through the laws of inheritance would gradually change into a rayatvdri system in the best sense of the word, and eventually lead to a kind of permanent settlement. He had few suggestions to make, but that the leases of villages might be extended to ten or twelve years with the sanction of Government, with a view to attract capital to the soil. Although some difficulty bad arisen in consequence of the fall in the value of agricultural produce, no general reduction of assessment appeared necessary, but it might be authorized in individual cases, on the expiration of leases.
In 1831 and 1832 nothing special was reported from Bharuch, except that endeavours wers being made to re-establish Wiayddri villages in which the coparcenary system had fallen through, by giving leases of the waste lands at low rates. The abolition of the JcJiali system was said to be working well, and to lead to no hindrance in making the collections. In settling the annual revenue the old system of fixing it according to the price of grain was adhered to, but checked to some extent by comparison with what tlie usual village lighoti rates would yield. In the year 1834-35 nearly five lakhs of rupees had to be remitted in this Collectorate in consequence of damage to the crops by frost.
In 1836 a wish for permanent settlements expressed by the Court of .Directors was interpreted to mean the extension of the leasing system to periods not exceeding thirty years, and orders were issued to Bharuch accordingly. It was, however, never
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